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ROSMINI INTERPRETED AND DEFENDED 
Taking occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Antonio 
Rosmini, 1 Professor Giuseppe Morando has fulfilled the office of a grateful 
and ardent disciple by devoting an ample volume 2 to the defense of his 
master in philosophy. In discharging in such elaborate fashion his apolo- 
getic task, the professor was evidently moved, not merely by his sense 
of the injustice of the original condemnation of the Rosminian philosophy, 
but also by his resentment against a persistent attempt, especially by means 
of hostile references in textbooks, to discredit that philosophy and to load 
the name of its author with opprobrium. 

The defense of teachings condemned by the Inquisition with the con- 
currence of the pope might seem to imply an ignoring of the claims of 
ecclesiastical authority. But our author writes as one who confesses 
obligation to respect every clearly established item of the Roman Catholic 
system. For the justification of his apparent challenging of ecclesiastical 
authority he brings forward three main considerations. In the first place, 
he notices that those charged with the oversight of the faith have made 
a divided record in relation to Rosmini. Gregory XVI, who knew him 
personally, described him in 1839 in terms of high eulogy as "virum excell- 
enti ac praestanti ingenio praeditum, egregiisque animi dotibus ornatum, 
rerum divinarum atque humanarum scientia summopere illustrem." 
Soon after this date the Jesuits, who were largely instrumental in bringing 
about the ultimate censure of Rosmini's teaching, began their attack. 
Their efforts, however, were unsuccessful throughout the entire pontificate 
of Pius IX. Two books of Rosmini were, indeed, placed in the list of 
prohibited writings (1849); but these books were in the practical order, 
and the censure of them, dictated more by the political relations of the 
papacy than by anything else, had no serious bearing on the merits of the 
philosophical or theological system of their author. That system, in 
fact, was distinctly pronounced to be undeserving of censure, in 1854, 
by the Congregation of the Index, at a session presided over by Pius LX, 
himself. Accordingly, the condemnation of Rosmini's teaching in the 
pontificate of Leo XIII presents a clear case of pope and congregation 

1 Antonio Rosmini-Serbati was born in Rovereto, Tyrol, in 1797; he founded 
a new religious order called the Institute of Charity, whose members were known 
as Rosminians; he died in 1855; his philosophy was condemned by the Congre- 
gation of the Index in 1887. An English translation of his books, by Davidson, was 
published in London in 1882. 

2 Esame Critico delle XL Proposizioni Condamtate datta S. R. U. Inquishione. 
Milano, 1905. cxxxvii + 993 pages. 
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being at variance with pope and congregation. To be sure, it was alleged 
that works of the philosopher published after 1854 afforded new ground 
for censure. But this plea, as our author contends, was without sub- 
stantial foundation, some of the forty condemned propositions not being 
found in the later writings, and full equivalents for the rest being contained 
for the most part in writings that were published before 1854. 

A second reason for not rendering much deference to the censure 
pronounced by the Inquisition, with the concurrence of Leo XIII, is 
found by Morando in the historical demonstration that the Roman con- 
gregations are capable of making great blunders, and that popes, though 
infallible in ex cathedra dogmatic determinations, are capable of seconding 
such blunders. In this relation he cites the case of Galileo, and makes 
bold to affirm that the illustrious scientist was not only superior to the 
inquisitors and the pope in his science, but was actually much the better 
exegete as regards the scriptural passages bearing on the question at issue. 
As Galileo has come to his rights, in like manner, he believes, will Rosmini 
be justified. "Over against an Inquisition which has committed the 
two greatest possible errors in the field of physical science and in that of 
metaphysics, in condemning Galileo and Rosmini, the rebels of today 
are the truest Catholics of tomorrow." 

The third reason for not acquiescing in the condemnatory sentence 
is the one to which Professor Morando gives expression in the whole 
body of his work, namely, the conviction that the teaching of Rosmini 
offends against no genuine Catholic premise. Taken in the sense of 
their author, he maintains, each of the forty condemned propositions 
can be justified as being in harmony with sound philosophy and theology, 
and agreeable to Catholic standards. As to the success of his apology 
there will be most likely some differences in judgment. Those who rate 
the Civilta Cattolica as a "fifth Gospel" will of course be unconvinced 
by aught that can be said in behalf of the censured teaching. Our own 
conviction is that Morando adequately refutes the charge of pantheism, 
which evidently was uppermost in the minds of the censors, and makes 
it plain that on most of the points embraced in the passages selected for 
reprobation Rosmini was not guilty of any serious divergence from Catholic 
dogma. We are left, however, with the impression that on a few points 
the teaching of Rosmini, while perhaps not distinctly contravening any 
doctrinal formulas put forth by ecumenical authority, appears to be of a 
singular cast when judged by the general concensus of Catholic opinion. 
This remark applies in particular to his interpretation of the element 
of the finite will in Christ, to his exposition of transubstantiation, and to 
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his suggestion as to the way in which an immaculate character was secured 
to the conception of the Virgin. Evidently matters so deeply hidden from 
human scrutiny as these can afford but scanty ground for attacks where 
zeal for the faith is not mixed with partisan animosity. 

As is well known, a distinguishing feature of the philosophy of Rosmini 
is its profound stress upon the function of one basal idea. The simplest 
operation, it is argued, which we can predicate of the mind, implies the 
existence of a general idea. The conclusion follows that some general 
idea, instead of being the product of the mind's intelligence, must rather 
be constitutive of intelligence. Such an idea is that of being perfectly 
simple and indeterminate. As related to God, it is a logical entity corre- 
sponding to the infinite real entity. Communicated from its divine source, 
it becomes in the human mind the initial idea which provides for rational 
experience. To this fundamental tenet of Rosmini our author renders 
a most hearty approval. In his view it is adapted to overcome the Kantian 
subjectivism and to bring to a successful issue the struggle of philosophy 
to bridge the gap between the subjective and the objective. Probably 
Professor Morando will not induce many to accept his estimate of the merits 
of the Rosminian system. Nevertheless, by his able and learned treatise 
he has made a valuable contribution to the history pf philosophy, as well 
as paid a debt of gratitude to a revered master. 

Henry C. Sheldon. 
Boston University. 

SOURCES FOR THE HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION IN 
THE NETHERLANDS 

The Bibliotkeca Refortnatoria 1 is of great value to those who are able 
to read Dutch and desire to understand the Reformation in the Nether- 
lands. Secular and ecclesiastical authorities destroyed much of the 
literature favoring the Reformation, and of some of these writings not a 
trace can be found. Of some of the writings only a single specimen is 
extant. The editors of the Bibliotkeca Refortnatoria aim to republish 
some of the rarest and most important specimens of this literature in order 
to preserve them, to furnish sources for historical investigators, and also 
to serve persons who value devotional literature suitable for edifying and 
for reviving spiritual life. Two volumes have been published. Vol. I 

1 Bibliotkeca Refortnatoria Neerlandica. Geschrijten uit den Tijd der Hervorming 
in de Nederlanden opnieuw uitgegeven en van Inleidingen en Aanteekeningen voorzien. 
Door S. Cramer en F. Pijper. 'S-Gravenhage: Nijhoff, 1903, 1904. 2 vols, ix + 678 
and xii + 683 pages. 



